
LONG-CONTINUED USE OF SULPHURIC ETHER, WITHOUT FATAL
RESULT.

[Communicated for tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Messrs. Editors,—Believing that the following fact is fully corrobo-
rative of the statement made by you in your last number, in refer-
ence to sulphuric ether, viz., " that it would bo next to impossible
for any one, even with the intent to commit suicide, to kill himself
by this anaesthetic (sulphuric ether)," I hasten to send some details,
for tho correctness of which I can vouch.

In the spring of 18G2,1 was requested to visit F. X. S., residing
in this city, then suffering under a periodical neuralgic attack of the
most excruciating character. Having tried, but in vain, all the reme-
dies which were suggosted, I recommended change of air to the
country, exercise, &c.

Soon after this, he addressed himself to another physician, who,
during the paroxysms, administered chloroform ; but, his sufferings
continuing unabated, he then recommended him to try hydropathy in
one of the establishments in the United States. While there, sul-
phuric ether was substituted for chloroform. But he soon returned
to Quebec, and placed himself under treatment in one of our hospi-
tals, deriving, howover, no benefit. Finally, ho went to board with
a family in St. John's suburbs, and after having spent six weeks
there, isolated from his friends, one of his brothers, who had visited
him the night before, requested me to take him again under my pro-
fessional care. I found him in tho most wretched condition—face
swollen, countenance haggard, emaciation and weakness extreme, in
fact he looked like a ghost. His mind was completely gone ; what
little strength and energy remained to him being expended in his
demands for ether, which had been removed from him. His land-
lady informed me that during the previous five weeks my patient
had bought eighty (80) pounds of ether, of which but four poundsand a half remained. His sole occupation during those five weeks
was to breathe the ether, which he did during the night as well as
the day. His appetite was entirely gouc, and during this whole pe-
riod he had taken but the smallest quantity of food.

I ordered broths, wine, and such substantial food as he could be
induced to take. In three days his mind was completely restored,and his strength improved. His neuralgic affection, however, con-
tinued, and ho died some months after under the care of a quack.Of course a considerable proportion of the above-mentioned quan-
tity of ether would bo lost during the process of inhalation ; still
[or five weeks the man was almost constantly under its influence, and
did not die. On tho contrary, on leaving off the ether, he soon re-
covered from the effects of the enormous quantity he had previouslytaken ; all which goes, in my opinion, fully to confirm your state-
ment, namely, "that it would be next to impossible for any one, even
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with the intent to commit suicide, to hill himself by this ancesthctic (sul-
phuric ether). F. A. H. Larue, M.D.,

Prof. de M\l=e'\decine L\l=e'\gale and Toxicologie,
\l=a`\ l'Universit\l=e'\ Laval.

Quebec, Canada East, Feb. 1st, 1865.

ANTHELMINTIC PROPERTIES OF BENZINE.

Professor Mosler has continued his researches on the anthehnintic
properties of benzine, which, according to him, takes the first rank
amongst all the remedies of this kind, and is tolerated by the human
system in considerable doses without unpleasant consequences. Large
doses of benzine kill the trichina} of the intestines, and thus prevent
the immigration of their progeny into the muscles. Benzine would
therefore appear to be the best remedy for the early stage of trichi-
nosis. Professor Mosler has employed benzine largely in the epi-
demic of that disease which raged last spring in Quedlinburg. At
first it was given in '•' capsules gélatineuses," but this soon proved
too expensive and troublesome, and the following formula was there-
fore adopted:—Jk Benzini, 3 ij. ; succi glycyrrh. mucilag. gummi,
arab., aa. § i. ; aq. menth., § iv. ; a tablespoonful every hour or two
hours (shake the bottle). This preparation agreed very well with
the patients. Many of them mentioned that they felt much better
after it, that the muscular pains were less severe, &c. They took
two drachms per diem for four or six days in succession, and yet,
although there was violent fever, no unpleasant results occurred
which could have been attributed to the medicine. It seems that the
poisonous effects of benzine observed in the first experiments on

animals were partly due to the method employed. In those cases
benzine was poured into the mouths of the beasts, and part reached
the trachea and the lungs, after which fatal pneumonia set in. If,
on the contrary, tho benzine was mixed with the food the animals
remained in good health. The general results of the administration
of benzine in the epidemic just mentioned will soon be published.
Professor Mosler afterwards experimented on four pigs, which were
fed with trichinous rabbit's flesh. Pig number 1 was then loft with-
out any medicine, number 2 took sulphate of soda, 3 and 4 took
benzine. In number 1 severe morbid symptoms set in about a fort-
night after infection. The animal became much emaciated and weak
on its legs, the eyes were dim, tho voice exceedingly hoarse, and it
often screamed with pain. The pulse was fast, the skin very hot,
tho thirst considerable. All these symptoms wero entirely wanting
in Nos. 3 and 4, which had eaten the same quantity of trichinous
meat, but had been treated with benzine a week after infection. From
this it was justly concluded that a much larger number of trichinië
had immigrated into the muscles of number 1 than in those of Nos.
3 and 4. In order to be quite certain about this point, twenty days
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